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Dear Reader,

Once again, we are pleased to present you with the latest edi-

tion of the Harvard Black Sea Security Program Journal. As in
previous years, this edition contains a selection of articles which
present a thorough analysis of international security issues and dy-
namics. However, unlike last year, this current edition is focused
mainly on security issues directly related to the Black Sea Region.

In 2009, the geopolitics of the region were perhaps best marked
by the - now infamous - reset button the Russian Federation ac-
cepted from the United States. Indeed, some aspects of the East-
West relations certainly appear to have been reset. However, the
affect this resct will have on certain states, particularly Ukraine is
not clear (Yezhel, Vagapov). Also unclear is how far back the reset
in relations shall reach and how long it will last. As the region
appears to be heading toward increased bi-polarity, it is interest-
ing to read about the new European security system in which such
a bi-polarity is predicted to be a temporary one (Perepelytsia).

Of course, it is impossible for the two great super powers to reset
their relations to the Cold War scenario, let alone to an unprec-
edented amicability. Rather, the reset appears to offer a combi-
nation of both; thereby setting the scene for interesting times of
opportunity for states and people in the region.

Despite the fact that the region remains plagued with the same
issues that have been plaguing it for almost two decades, there

is a sense of newness. This newness is reflected in the majority
of articles published in this journal. New pipelines, new policies
and two important game changers are set to affect the economy
of East-West gas flows (Dudau, Mann). The ongoing wars inside
Russia serve as an example into how piracy and terrorism may
interconnect in the 21st Century (Saradzhyan). The new geopoliti-
cal situation in the region has provided the states in the Caucasus
with new perspectives through which they can choose to view
their own security (Grigoryan). Moreover, Russia itself has the
possibility and need to change and transform (Sherr).

In the midst of all these changes, the value of civil society in the
Black Sea Region, although often suppressed, must not be forgot-
ten (Nikonov). And, as states continue to focus on the Black Sea
as a pivotal connecter that may unite states and peoples for the
first time, specialists must continue to analyse the intricacies of
Black Sea regionalisation (Stelmakh).

The promotion of peace through cooperation, transparency and
understanding continues to be part of our mission. For it is clear
that without trust among states, their hunt for power will continue
to use crime and differences in ethnicity to cause war (Roslycky).

According to Greck mythology, many millennia ago, a particu-
larly insightful Okeanis nymph inhabited the south eastern corner
of the Black Sea. Her name, Idyia, is derived from the Greek
word “to see” or “know”. There is big difference between secing
and knowing on the one hand, and putting knowledge to good
use. Thus, it is our pleasure to present you with some interesting
and useful insights into how security patterns and relations in the
Black Sea Region may lead to both.







